
Minnesota Watersheds 

Minnesota is not only the “land of 10,000 
lakes”, it is also the land of 8 major (and 
84 minor)  watersheds.  A watershed is 
the area drained by a river or river 
system.  The 84 minor watersheds (not 
shown on this map) all drain into one of 
these 8 major watersheds. 
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Watersheds 
 
 

1  Great Lakes Basin 
2  Upper Mississippi River Basin 
3  Minnesota River Basin 
4  St. Croix River Basin 
 

5  Lower Mississippi River Basin 
6  Red River of the North Basin 
7  Rainy River Basin 
8  Missouri River Basin  
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